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             Myself and my team mates Kate O’ Regan and Ciara Walsh, along with six other fourth year groups, were lucky enough to have a project in the 2011 BT Young Scientist Exhibition in RDS. Our project was a smartphone app which calculates carbon footprint. 
             After months of project work, the much anticipated week finally arrived. We were all very excited about what lay ahead. We set up our stands on the Tuesday and had our first round of judging on Wednesday. I think it’s safe to say, we were all quite apprehensive about meeting the judges but when the time actually came, we managed to get through the tough questions! On Thursday, each project had two more rounds of judging. By this stage we knew all the people around us and had made some great friends! In the evening there were social events such as quizzes, discos and karaoke. These were all really enjoyable. On the Friday, unexpectedly, several more judges paid our stand a visit. This time their questions were even more difficult and challenging.  We were also approached by RTÉ and told that they were interested in having us on The Late Late Show that night. The three of us were so thrilled and excited. 
             Later that evening all the participants attended the presentation ceremony and we were lucky enough to win our category which was the Intermediate Technology Group and also to win a Google Trailblazer’s Award. We were also chosen to take part in a business and marketing course in UCD Nova in March. We just couldn’t believe it! Another group consisting of Fiona O’ Connor and Ailbhe Ni Mhorain also did really well and won an IBM special award and received highly commended for their project. 

             That evening we were live on The Late Late Show. That was my personal highlight of the week. Surprisingly we weren’t that nervous, as we were still on high from earlier! By  Saturday we were all exhausted but we were also a bit sad as we knew the incredible week was now drawing to a close. 
            There was a fantastic buzz and energy in the RDS over those few days. It was something that all the participants were lucky enough to experience and the memories will no doubt stay with us all for the rest of our lives. 

             In March, the business and marketing course took place in UCD Nova. It was a four day course, a great opportunity and was a very memorable experience. We stayed with the other selected Young Scientist winners in the Stillorgan Park Hotel for the duration of the course. We were not, however, working on our own project. Instead we were given new teams and new projects and were guided on an ‘entrepreneurial journey’ which taught us how to bring our particular product to market. At the end of the week we had to make a powerpoint presentation and pitch to a number of CEO’s from successful businesses, for example Bord Gáis and RTÉ. This was a very daunting experience but one which we really enjoyed! The product that Kate was working on ended up actually winning the overall prize so she will attend another course with her team during the Summer. The CEO of Bord Gáis subsequently invited us for a meeting with him after he saw our pitch. He said he might be interested in exploring the use of our app and so we attended a meeting in Bord Gáis. While we were in the RDS we were also approached by two other competition organizers representing Agri Aware’s Green Dragon and Eco Unesco. Since then we have partaken in the Green Dragon competition and we managed to qualify for the regional finals which was another great experience. We had to look at our app from a business and marketing perspective and present a pitch about our future objectives. The finals took place in Croke Park. We also recently took part in another competition- Eco Unesco. We have since qualified for the regional finals of this competition, which will take place in the Mansion House in May. Another event we were invited to participate in, representing the Eco Unesco competition, was a business showcase in Dublin Castle. The Taoiseach was also in attendance and he actually remembered us from the Young Scientist! 

             So far we have been featured on RTÉ news, TG4, numerous local and national radio stations and various newspapers including and The Irish Times, The Sunday Business Post, Irish Independent and The Sunday Independent. This Autumn we will visit the Google Headquarters in Zurich as a result of the Google Trailblazer’s Award and we will pitch our project again there. We are all very excited about this and still can’t believe we’ve had all these opportunities. 
             Overall, we were very lucky that people really took an interest in our project. We would like to express our thanks to Ms. Whitaker and Ms. Campbell for their help and support. We’d also like to thank all our friends, who took time out to visit our stand over the few days. Finally, we would also like to thank everyone that downloaded our app so far and supported us along the way.
